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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad 
you’re here. 

 
Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll find a 
visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill out and 
either hand to an usher or drop in the offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 
Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are available 
at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 
communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament 
here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, 
“This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at the 
head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to 
dip the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to 
commune but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the 
pastor or assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free 
host, quietly ask the pastor. 
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Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 26, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright,” Charles Callahan 

 

Confession and Forgiveness (8:30 only) Stand as you are able 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirt. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.  Turn 
us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” #815 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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Baptism (11 only) of Andrew Joseph Ribic 

Gloria (8:30 only) 
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Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 
Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness 
that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Isaiah 9:1-4 

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 
time [the LORD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, 
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked 
in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the 
bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as 
on the day of Midian. 
  The Word of the Lord.   
  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  27:1, 4-6 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
4One thing I ask of the LORD; one | thing I seek; 
        that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 
        to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God | in the  
        temple. Refrain 
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5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary,  

and raise me high up- | on a rock. 
6Even now my head is lifted up above my  

enemies | who surround me.  
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of 
rejoicing; I will sing and make music | to the Lord. Refrain 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it 
has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among 
you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I 
belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I 
belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized 
none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ 
did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with 
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its 
power. 
  18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation “Celtic Alleluia” 
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Gospel Matthew 4:12-23 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in 
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15“Land of Zebulun, land of 
Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles—16the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for 
those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 17From 
that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 
  18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who 
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As 
he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 
followed him. 
  23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Stand as you are able  

Song of the Day “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake,” #799 
 

Second Grade Bible Presentation (11 only) 

Confession of Faith (8:30 only) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
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into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 

You may be seated 
 

Offering “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” John Behnke (8:30) 

“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace,” arr. by Jeffrey Honoré (11) 
 
Stand as you are able 
 

Presentation of the Gifts “Jesus, Come! For We Invite You,” #312 

Stanza 4 
 

Jesus, come! Surprise our dullness, 
Make us willing to receive  
More than we can yet imagine, 
All the best you have to give: 
Let us find your hidden riches, 
Taste your love, believe, and live! 
 

Let us pray. God of Light, 
You brighten our days with the grace of Christ. Fill us with the Spirit 
that rested on him, and use what we offer to ease the darkness of the 
world you cherish. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  

 
 
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 
To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
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Communion 

 
 

 
 
“One Bread, One Body” #496 
“Will You Come and Follow Me” #798 
 
Stand as you are able 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. We thank you, Almighty God, that, true to your promise, you 
have nourished us again with the food and drink of eternal life. Send us 
now in peace and joy to testify to your goodness, and to share your hope 
for all people in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Sending Song “Here I Am, Lord,” #574 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say,” Valerie Floeter 

 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net with License #702571 
Psalm 27:1:  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A© 2007  Augsburg Fortress 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 

 

 

Second Graders Receiving Bibles 

Julia Ballrick 

Maren Casselberry 

Briana Chaney 

Hattie Gill 

Helaina Mines 

Sebastian Molis 

Avery Schneider  

Reese Stout 

Riley Stout 

Xavier Valez 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister  -- Pastor Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Mike Thiel(11) 
 

Lectors – Christa Turnbull (8:30); Jillian Piteo (11) 
 

Communion Assistants – Alan Parrott, Kent Skurkey, Lee Vysoky (8:30); 
William Baker, Melissa Hollander, Eileen Spicer (11) 

 

Acolytes – Gavin Waugaman (8:30);  
Tim Hollander, Cassidy Yesko(11) 

 

Cantor – Claire Connelly (8:30); Helen Casselberry (11) 
 

Joy Ringers (11)– Directed by Ruth King 
 

Instrumentalists – Adonai Henderson, Sean Parks, Robert Hosier 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Frank Beodray, Trish Kvasnicka (8:30);  
Sid Gator, Terrie Leske (11) 

 

Greeters – Marilyn Sheerer (11) 
 

Ushers – Ed Kus, Steve Swanson (8:30);  
Carolyn Flanagan, Larry Flanagan, Samuel Hessler, Ariana Laurie (11) 

 

Trustee – Bruce Wolf 
 

Altar Guild – Diane Paton, Bonnie Price 
 

Nursery – Nadia Kauntz, Tanya Kauntz (11) 
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In our Prayers 

 In celebration of young people and their growing in faith, especially 
the young people who are receiving their 2nd grade Bibles this  
weekend 

 

 For the Sacrament of Holy Baptism with Andrew Joseph Ribic and  
 his family, and his baptismal sponsors Lisa and Peter Kolecky  
 

 For new parents Ally & Kyle Bolyard, and their newborn son, 
Oliver!   Mrs. Bolyard teaches First Grade here at Messiah  
Lutheran  

 

 Those experiencing health concerns or recovering from  
surgeries: Kim Berghaus, Becky Eicher, Phil Neumann, Carol 
Quinn (Kathy Biddle’s mother), Karen Wittrock, Lorraine Wolfe 
(Bruce Wolfe's mother) 

 

 For those who are struggling to live in the light of Christ, especially  
 those suffering with depression and addiction 

 

Altar Flowers Are Given 

In loving memory of Kimberly Ann Kus given by her parents. 
 

This Week’s Commemorations 

January 26—TIMOTHY, TITUS, and SILAS, St. Paul’s missionary co-workers.   
 
January 27—LYDIA, DORCAS, AND PHOEBE, witnesses to the faith and 
supporters of St. Paul’s ministry.   
 
January 28—THOMAS AQUINAS, d. 1274, a Dominican priest and one of the 
greatest figures in the history of Western thought.  His theology, a 
correlation of Christian faith and the philosophy of Aristotle, continues to 
be enormously influential, especially in Roman Catholic circles.   
 

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
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